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UM SELECTS OUTSTANDING STUDENT LEADER FOR SPRING SEMESTER
MISSOULA—
A senior honors student majoring in art at The University of Montana will receive an
in-state tuition waiver, thanks to her ethical, creative leadership and positive character.
Amie Thurber of Portland, Ore., has been named Outstanding Student Leader for
spring semester by the Center for Leadership Development at UM. The award is based on
leadership and service to UM and satisfactory academic standing.
Thurber, coordinator for the University Center Multicultural Alliance, received
glowing letters of recommendation for the award from her supervisors. They noted her drive,
enthusiasm, vision and compassion, particularly in the area of human rights.
“I have not worked with another student who has had such a broad and far-reaching
impact on students and staff at The University of Montana,” wrote Kaycee Schilke, program
adviser for UC Programming. “Amie is committed to working to see that all people treat one
another with respect and consideration.”
Thurber has been a volunteer coordinator for the Women’s Center for two years, and
served on Lambda Alliance’s board of directors for one year. In 1995, she started a campus
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Human Rights Coalition that brought together members of the African American Students
Association, the Alliance for Disability and Students at UM, Phoenix, the Women’s Center and
Lambda Alliance. She also has been an advocate for Student Assault Recovery Services.
In her position as program coordinator for the Multicultural Alliance, Thurber has
helped organize the President’s Diversity Advisory Council Town Hall Meeting on Race and
Diversity, the Indian Affairs Lecture Series, and Prejudice Reduction Workshops.
Jenae Westover, health educator at Student Health Services, said “Amie has displayed a
remarkable ability to inspire and lead people. Her compassion and integrity have shown her to
be a leader that others respect and admire.”
In addition to the tuition waiver, Thurber received a gift package and a certificate. Her
name has been engraved on a plaque in the University Center, and she was honored at the
annual Student Recognition Banquet in April.
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